
INTERVIEW WITH OSAMA HAMDAN, HAMAS REP. IN LEBANON, DISCUSSING THE TENSION BETWEEN 
THE HAMAS MOVEMENT AND THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN (AL ARABIYA TV)

(Note - The following was translated from Arabic) 

Q: With us from Beirut is Osama Hamdan, the Hamas representative in Lebanon. 

Mr. Hamdan, do you agree with Mr. Abu Zahri's opinion that these accusations are a conspiracy? 

MR. OSAMA HAMDAN: There is certainly a conspiracy against Hamas, especially after the change in the 
Palestinian reality resulting from the elections. 

There are many sides to this conspiracy and one of them is putting the Palestinian nation under siege in order to 
punish it for electing the (Hamas) movement, as the American administration and the occupation think. 

Another facet is that the Jordanian authorities are trying to create a gap in the relations between the Jordanian 
people and the Palestinian people, especially as the Jordanian authorities know the amount of support that Hamas has 
amongst the Jordanian people--

Q: But Mr. Hamdan, the Jordanian authorities declared that they have made investigations, and maybe even 
evidence, and that they told President Mahmoud Abbas about members of Hamas that are smuggling weapons. 

MR. HAMDAN: What is claimed as 'information' is a fake security issue that was prepared in the Jordanian 
intelligence department in order to destroy or damage more than one relationship. One of them is Hamas's relations with 
the Jordanian people and the other is Hamas's relations with the Arab world. 

I think that the (Hamas) movement was severely damaged by Jordan, and this damage was embodied in arresting 
leaders of the movement and falsely accusing them and kicking them out of Jordan. 

Despite all of that, the movement did not damage Jordan and it did not carry out any operations against it. We find 
returning these good deeds for such damage and fake accusations ungrateful. 

We thought that Jordan was going to open a new page after the Palestinian people chose Hamas for its leadership 
and we were expecting--

Q: Mr. Hamdan, the question that should also be asked is if it is possible for the Hamas leadership in exile to do 
such operations without the knowledge of the leadership inside Palestine? 

MR. HAMDAN: First of all, I refuse to having this issue dealt with in this way. There is nothing that the movement 
does against the security of any country, including Jordan. Jordan's attempt to claim that it is be targeted by Hamas is a 
lie and it cannot be accepted. 

Q: Why would the Jordanian authorities claim that? 

MR. HAMDAN: I said a little while ago that it is part of a plan to impose a siege on the Palestinian people and its 
new leadership, and to destroy Hamas's relations with the Jordanian people that completely respect and support the 
movement. That is why they are trying to destroy the image of the movement by saying that it is trying to target 
Jordanian personalities and locations. 

The Jordanian people know that when Jordanian hotels were bombed a while ago, the first to condemn these 
operations was Hamas, because we consider causing any damage to the Jordanian people as damaging us. So there is no 
way that we would cause any damage to Jordan, despite its continuous incitement against us. We still respond to them 
with a good spirit and we hope that Jordan will withdraw such claims and that the truth will be revealed. 

This is not the first time that such a story has spread, and it happened several times and everyone saw in the end 
that we were right and the other side of the story was simply not true. 

Q: Thank you, Mr. Osama Hamdan, Hamas representative in Lebanon. 

END.


