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AMB. CHURKIN: Thank you, Mr. President. 

The situation between Israel and Lebanon continues to intensify dangerously beginning on the 12 of July with a border 
incident caused by the kidnapping of two Israeli soldiers and by the firing of rockets into Israeli territory by militarized 
unit of the Lebanese movement Hezbollah. The conflict is quickly escalating into a major military confrontation capable of 
leading to serious consequences for Lebanon, the entire region of the Middle East and international peace. 

The spiral of violence in the region is turning ever more tightly. These retaliatory actions by Israel, the incursion of its 
troops into Lebanese territory, the destruction of civilian infrastructure, the blockade of Lebanese territory from the sea 
and from the air is being translated into major casualties and suffering of the peaceful population. Hezbollah started 
firing rockets on Israeli cities, including Haifa, which are also inflicting harm on perfectly innocent people. All of this is 
going on and parallel with the continuing operations of the Israeli army on Palestinian territories, where daily innocent 
people die. 

Russia strongly condemns the kidnapping of the soldiers and the firing on Israeli territory. However, we consider the 
military actions of Israel as a disproportionate and inappropriate use of force threatening the sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of Lebanon and the peace and security throughout the entire region. 

Given this situation, it is essential that we take urgent steps to halt military escalation. We urge Israel to halt its 
incursions into Lebanon and destroying the civilian infrastructures of this territory and to lift the blockade on its territory. 
Experience in Middle East and in indeed the practice of the resolution of other conflicts show that the problem of security 
is not solved by arms. In its turn, Hezbollah must refrain from anti-Israeli actions threatening also the interests of its own 
country. It must release the Israeli soldiers, halt its rocket attacks on Israeli territory and respect the Blue Line. We 
expect that the Lebanese government and other parties will give all possible assistance in solving these tasks. 

Russia for its part is taking energetic measures in order to achieve a cease-fire and to steer the conflict towards a 
political settlement. On the 13th of July, the minister of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, Sergey Lavrov, met 
with the secretary-general of the United Nations, Kofi Annan, the prime minister of Lebanon, Mr. Siniora, the minister of 
Foreign Affairs of Egypt, Aboul Gheit, and the minister of Foreign Affairs of Iran, Mottaki. Russia expressed support for 
the secretary-general's decision to send a special mission to the region with the task of entering into contact with 
regional parties and to find a way to de-escalate the conflict. 

Given the acute deterioration of the situation in the Middle East, Russia took the decision to send a special 
representative, the minister of Foreign Affair, to the region, Mr. Yakovlev, to interact with interested parties, Quartet 
partners, international mediators and the U.N. special mission. 

Thank you. 

END.


