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AMB. DE LA SABLIERE: I shall now make a statement in my capacity as the representative of France. 

I thank Mr. Guehenno and Mr. Gambari for their statements. 

France is extremely concerned by the escalation of violence between Israel and Lebanon. Hezbollah bears the 
responsibility for the outbreak in hostilities. Once again we condemn the attacks on Thursday on Israeli territory, which 
have killed or wounded several Israeli soldiers. We condemn the abduction of two of them, and we demand once again 
their immediate an unconditional release. We condemn ongoing rocket fire on Israeli territory, which is striking and killing 
indiscriminately. 

The Lebanese government has disassociated itself from this irresponsible and deliberate provocation, but it must 
shoulder its responsibilities and abide by the commitments it has taken before this council by working effectively to 
restore its authority throughout its territory, and by mobilizing more actively all of the Lebanese political actors in 
support of disarming Lebanese and non-Lebanese forces in accordance with the Taif Agreements and Security Council 
resolutions. 

Israel has the right to defend its territory and its citizens when they are attacked, and they have been attacked. But we 
condemn the disproportionate nature of the response, which has already caused considerable casualties and serious 
material damage. In its breadth and its nature, the Israeli response threatens to erase efforts undertaken by the 
Lebanese government to restore the country's economy as well as the state authority throughout the territory. It 
jeopardizes efforts undertaken a year ago to consolidate Lebanese democracy and to ensure reconciliation of its people. 
Moreover, France condemns the destruction of civilian and military infrastructures as a result of operations carried out by 
Israel, as well as the air and sea blockade imposed on Lebanon. 

The Lebanese people must not be taken hostage. Freedom of movement for the population as well as for foreigners in 
Lebanon must be restored immediately. 

France cannot accept that its citizens be kept from returning to their countries. With its European partners, it will work to 
ensure a rapid solution is found to the situation. 

We call upon all parties in Lebanon and in Israel to abstain from any new action which would further feed the cycle of 
violence and endanger the civilian population. There can be no military solution to this crisis, just as there can be no 
military solution to any conflict which has affected the Middle East for decades. 

France has constantly said that these conflicts feed on each other and are interwoven, and the history of this region in 
the past 60 years has tragically shown that violence and that power -- the struggle of power resolved nothing; on the 
contrary, they feed other conflicts, cause further violence and tragedy, with the civilian population being the primary 
victims. 

Given this very risky and intensive crisis, international diplomacy is now working in an attempt to define the terms for a 
peaceful solution to the crisis, in particular within the United Nations and the mission sent to the region by the secretary-
general and by the European Union. Of course, France wholeheartedly supports these efforts, which can consider the 
possibility of avoiding direct confrontation. 

France, as solemnly stated by President Chirac today, calls upon parties immediately to cease hostilities -- the only 
possible chance for mediation efforts. It calls upon everyone to respect scrupulously the sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of all parties, and to cooperate fully with efforts under way taken by the international community. 

END.


